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Soundtrack composed and performed by Richard Thompson
Released 3rd October 2005
  
Cooking Vinyl is set to release Richard Thompson’s soundtrack to Werner Herzog’s new film ‘Grizzly Man’ on October 3rd. The film, as yet, has no confirmed European release but opened to critical acclaim and the highest per-screen gross of any new movie in limited release in the US in its first weekend, August 12th to 14th, 2005.

 

The film chronicles the life and death by bear attack of naturalist and film maker Timothy Treadwell and it is the film itself that inspired the music.  Herzog requested that the music not be scored in advance as is customary, the soundtrack the result of a collective improvisation recorded over two days in December 2004.

 

Recorded at Fantasy Studios in Berkeley, California, the soundtrack recording marks a close collaboration between Richard Thompson, session producer Henry Kaiser and Herzog himself who supervised the sessions, directed them almost, in the way he would a film.

 

The musicians themselves had never played together as an ensemble and comprised:

Richard Thompson: guitar, bass
Danielle De Gruttola: cello
Damon Smith: acoustic bass
Jim O’Rourke: piano, guitar
John Hanes: drums, percussion

 

http://www.lionsgatepublicity.com/epk/grizzly/index.html 

 

Richard Thompson’s recent album for Cooking Vinyl,  Front Parlour Ballads (COOKCD325), has garnered an astonishing array of critical praise:

 

“Sombre, witty, timeless, nostalgic and utterly English, all of Thompson’s sterling qualities as a songwriter seem to swell at once on this album.” – Uncut, Album of the Month *****
“One of the great English Songwriters” – The Guardian, CD of the Week ****

“A beautiful, intelligent album with incisive lyrics and haunting folky melodies.  The more you listen to it the more its quiet power unfolds.” – The Sun ****
Independent ****

Mojo ****
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