Must I Paint You A Picture?: The Essential Billy Bragg

Two-CD career retrospective released in October

Billy Bragg releases Must I Paint You A Picture? – a double-CD career retrospective - on Monday 6th October 2003.  

The album celebrates the 20 years since, in Bragg’s own words, he emerged “as a fresh faced annoying bastard.” Must I Paint You A Picture? features his best-known and most popular songs, starting with a selection from Billy’s debut album, Life’s a Riot with Spy Vs Spy, released in 1983. The compilation comes up to date with tunes taken from Billy’s 2002 album, England, Half English.

Initial copies of Must I Paint You A Picture? will also include a bonus CD crammed with Billy Bragg rarities.

Before the definitive track listing is decided, however, Billy is giving fans the opportunity to vote for the songs they believe should be on the album – visit www.billybragg.co.uk to make your suggestions. 

The album’s release follows a full festival schedule for Billy throughout the summer. The UK dates are:

28th June

Crawley Folk Festival

29th June

Glastonbury Festival

23rd August 

Reading Festival

24th August 

Leeds Festival

25th August 

Greenbelt Festival

In addition, Billy Bragg is playing two dates on the Landmines Tour in August. He joins a bill that also features such luminaries as Steve Earle, Joan Baez, Emmylou Harris and Chrissie Hynde, performing ‘in the round’ in support of a landmine-free world. The two concerts are:

9th August

Edinburgh / The Ross Bandstand / Princes Street 

10th August

Leicester / DeMontford Hall 
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