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FRANK BLACK
“CHRISTMASS” (COOKCD400) limited edition CD/DVD package 

Released on 18th December via mail order only  

Monday 18th December sees the release of “Christmass”, the limited edition CD/DVD from Frank Black.   This release is comprised of live acoustic recordings from Summer 2006, along with five studio tracks recorded partly in hotel rooms and partly at Planet of Sound Studios in Hartford, Connecticut; there is also a DVD (NTSC format) with selections from one of the live acoustic shows.  In total there are seven new songs.  The project was produced by longtime Pixies’ camp member Myles Mangino.  While the CD/DVD may one day be distributed to retail outlets, it is currently only available as a mail order release from www.recordstore.co.uk/cookingvinyl.
A brief interview with the artist conducted by his wife, Violet, follows:

Violet:  I know you too well, I know how picky you are about questions.  I am under a lot of pressure here!
Frank:  Don’t worry about it, honey.  I’ll walk you through it.  Plus, it’s only for mail order ... plus, it’s the holiday season.  This should just be about us having fun.

Violet:  Okay then ... how do you think the record turned out?  Do you have a favourite track?

Frank:  I think the record turned out great!  I’ve resisted all of this laptop technology for so long now, but I have to admit, it really made things convenient for us out there on the road.  Recording in the hotel rooms was especially a treat.   I really enjoyed recording ‘Radio Lizards’.  It’s about the strangest recording I’ve ever done - just voices.  Lots and lots of voices ...  Singing about the haunting road of the troubadour ... fellow troubadour Mark Mulcahy really helped out on this one.  He sings like
a beautiful woman.

Violet:  Having seen many of your acoustic shows this summer, I feel that this record really captures the essence of the live acoustic Frank Black experience. What do you get out of hearing the live tracks now?

Frank:  Well gee, Violet, I'd have to say, I really get a kick out of finally getting to hear what some of the audience members are yelling at me, because I find it very hard to focus on these comments during a show. People are funny.

Violet: ... and you can be quite funny, too, when you’re up there, just you and your guitar.  Were you a stand up comedian in a past life?

Frank:  Well, comedians are troubadours, too.  Remember that one time when we saw Eddie Izzard having coffee in Portland?
/cont’d ….
Violet:  Yes!  Except that I wasn't there.  You called and rubbed it in my face.

Frank:  Oh yeah, sorry, I forgot.

Violet:  Let’s talk about the title for a moment, Frank.

Frank:  My father always encouraged me to one day put out a Christmas album, which I always found a bit strange, since he was a self-declared pagan. But, I guess by ‘Christmas’ he meant winter.  And it always sort of bothered me that that extra ‘s’ got dropped off of Christmas.

Violet:  Merry Christmass then, Frank.

Frank:  And a Happy Green Man to you, Darling.
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