[image: image1.png]. . 10 Allied Way, London, W3 ORQ e Telephone : 0208 600 9200 e Fax: 0208 743 7448
Coo klng Vlnyl E-Mail : info@cookingvinyl.com e www.cookingvinyl.com





A BUSY YEAR FOR BILLY BRAGG

In a year that has seen the 25th anniversary of his first solo gig – in March 1982, opening for the Sensible Jerseys at a North London Polytechnic Sociology Department annual disco – Billy Bragg has been as busy as ever. In between raising money to supply guitars to prison inmates, enjoying his new-found status as an author, collaborating with Ludwig van Beethoven and inspiring a new generation of singer-songwriters, he has also found time to record a new album.

In January of this year, Billy was contacted by a musician engaged in rehabilitation work in a prison in Dorset, not far from where Billy lives with his family. The letter asked if Billy could help by supplying half a dozen acoustic guitars so that the inmates could have access to the instruments between lessons. Aware of how playing the guitar can help an individual escape their surroundings – metaphorically – and wanting to do something pro-active to mark the fifth anniversary of the death of Joe Strummer, Billy decided to act.

In a matter of weeks, he set up Jail Guitar Doors, an initiative to provide musical instruments to prisons where dedicated musicians are undertaking rehabilitation workshops involving guitars and songwriting. The campaign takes its name from a Clash b-side, written by Mick Jones, who was the first musician to make a donation to the fund. 

Since February, Jail Guitar Doors has supplied instruments and equipment to eight prisons in the UK and is currently negotiating with the Prison Service to set up a guitar repair shop at Wandsworth Prison in south London, where old guitars donated by the public can be repaired and refitted for use in other prisons.

For the latest info about the campaign and to see the guitars decorated with Clash-like slogans visit www.jailguitardoors.org.uk
During Spring, Billy appeared at a number of prestigious book festivals to speak about his 2006 polemic ‘The Progressive Patriot’. Driven to write by the election of twelve councillors from the whites-only British National Party in his home town in east London, Billy used the opportunity of the publication of the paperback version to speak out against the rise of racism in Britain.

In March, Billy was commissioned to write a new English lyric for the ‘Ode to Joy’ from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, to be performed at the re-opening of the Royal Festival Hall in London.

The Overture Festival took place over a long weekend in June and saw the newly refurbished venue re-establish its place as ‘The People’s Palace’. As well as playing several gigs out on the Thames Embankment, Billy also conducted ‘The Big Busk’, an ambitious event that saw over 500 people bring acoustic guitars to the RFH where, led by Billy, they performed massed versions of songs favoured by street musicians. The whole weekend climaxed with a performance of the new version ‘Ode to Joy’ by 1500 amateur choristers from around Britain accompanied by the London Symphony Orchestra. 

/cont’d ..
Meanwhile, Billy has been cited as an influence by a new generation of singer-songwriters who have emerged in the past 12 months. Foremost among them has been Kate Nash, whose debut album recently topped the national charts. She and Billy shared a stage at the Electric Ballroom as part of this years Camden Crawl and she recalled the event in the NME on 8th September

"Obviously it's good to have an image - it's nice to wear cool stuff, really, but people care a lot more now about words and music.  When you look at people like Billy Bragg you realise what's important, it doesn't matter.  He doesn't even have a cool-looking guitar, he just gets up and plays.  When I watched him at the Electric Ballroom it was the best thing ever, to see him, one guy, one guitar and for him to have such an effect on such a huge amount of people.  Everyone was smiling and singing along.  It’s about connecting with people.  It doesn't matter about image - it's nice to look nice, but it doesn't matter that much."

On October 8th, Q magazine will recognize Billy’s influence by presenting him with their Classic Songwriter award. The following evening, Billy’s new version of the ‘Ode to Joy’ will be performed again at a royal gala attended by Her Majesty The Queen in London.

In between all this activity, Billy has found time to write and record a new album, entitled ‘Mr Love & Justice’, which will be released early next year.
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