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BRAGG/BEETHOVEN COLLABORATION GETS ROYAL APPROVAL

Her Majesty The Queen will attend a gala concert on Tuesday 9th October to commemorate the re-opening of the Royal Festival Hall.  The evening will climax with a large-scale performance of the last movement of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, in a powerful new translation by Billy Bragg. 

Bragg was commissioned to re-write the words to the ‘Ode to Joy’ by the Southbank Centre as part of this summer’s Overture Festival, where it made its debut as ‘The Last Movement’, the closing event of a weekend of free concerts and happenings to celebrate the re-opening of the ‘People’s Palace’.

Over 1200 amateur choristers from all over Britain filled the stalls of the refurbished auditorium to perform the new ‘Ode to Joy’ which was broadcast via loudspeakers to an audience gathered in the sunshine of a June evening out on the South Bank.

Bragg says ‘The ‘Ode to Joy’ has long been one of my favourite tunes, right up there with ‘The Tracks of My Tears’ and other great three chord wonders. To be asked to write a new lyric was a great honour. To hear it being performed by the massed choirs at the Overture Festival was like scoring the winning goal in the Cup Final’.

Billy will have a chance to hear it again when it is performed before The Queen in the Royal Festival Hall on October 9th.

Royal Gala Concert: Tuesday 9 October 2007, RFH, 7.30pm 

National Anthem 
Handel: Zadok the Priest (Coronation Anthem No.1)  
Purcell goes Gospel 
Elgar: Introduction and Allegro 
Beethoven: Symphony No.9 - 4th movement (new translation by Billy Bragg) 

London Philharmonic Orchestra / Paul Daniel  conductor 

Emma Bell  soprano 

Susan Bickley  mezzo-soprano 
Philip Langridge  tenor 

Sir Willard White  bass 

The Sixteen / Harry Christophers  director 

London Adventist Chorale / Ken Burton  director 

Angmering Chorale 

Billinghurst Choral Society 

London Forest Choir 

London Philharmonic Chorus 

Philharmonia Chorus 

Royal Choral Society 
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